176        PORTRAITS   BY  INFERENCE
evidence to the contrary,, there was a wide-
spread impression that this had been a con-
siderable soldier, whose tenacity had con-
tributed largely to what was still regarded
as a victory. It was difficult, in fact, to
isolate those feats of arms in which the
Field-Marshal had personally triumphed.
This, however, was not important. Vox
populi, vox del and victrix causa dels placuit.
There had, the people were assured, been
a conquest. Lord Haig had been in a high
degree associated with that conquest. They
were the gods. He pleased them.
He pleased them and he had died. It was
right that his memory should be traditionally
honoured with one of those large and leaden
statues which, spread, as they are, in the
avenues of all cities, bear mute testimony to
the fact that in the eyes of men the arts of war
still far outshine the arts of peace. It was
necessary to provide the Field-Marshal with
a horse that should hugely ramp, or, alter-
natively, with one in quiet repose suitable to
majestic dominance over contrary events. A
sculptor was chosen. He was set to work,
He exposed, as it were, a first draft of the
projected masterpiece. An unexpected storm;
beat about his ears. Little objection was
taken in artistic circles since (to be frank)
this particular adventure hardly intruded
upon their activities. Nor did the Stock Ex-
change and the eminent soldiers and admirals,,